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• ‘In this year dire portents 
appeared over Northumbria and 
sorely frightened the people. 
They consisted of immense 
whirlwinds and flashes of 
lightning, and fiery dragons were 
seen flying in the air. A great 
famine immediately followed 
those signs, and a little after that 
in the same year, on 8 June, the 
ravages of heathen men 
miserably destroyed God’s church 
on Lindisfarne, with plunder and 
slaughter’

(Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, entry for 
793)
• Coastal raids in early C9th
• ‘hit and run’
• But raiding intensified in the mid-

860s with the arrival of the Viking 
’Great Army’

Early Viking raids



The Great Army 
(micel here)

• 865 - East Anglia
• 866-67 York 
• 867-68 Nottingham
• 868-69 York
• 869-70 Thetford
• 870-71 Reading
• 871-72 London
• 872-73 Torksey
• 873-74 Repton (then it 

divided)
• 874-5 Halfdan took part of 

the army to Northumbria 
‘and took up winter 
quarters by the River 
Tyne’

• Raiding continued in 
Wessex until 878



Archaeological evidence for the 
Great Army: Repton (873/4)



Heath Wood cremation 
cemetery (linked to Repton?)



Hoards: 
hidden by 
locals & 

Viking ‘loot’

Dated by coins



Torksey (872-3)

‘Here [873] the army went into 
Northumbria, and it took winter 
quarters at Torksey in Lindsey, and 
the Mercians made peace with the 
army’



Hadley, D.M. and Richards, J.D, et al. 
(2016) ‘The Winter Camp of the 
Viking Great Army, AD 872-3, Torksey, 
Lincolnshire’, Antiquaries Journal 96, 
23-67



Exchange



Metalworking



Stycas with 
blundered 

inscriptions

• Over 25% of stycas are 
‘blundered’ with the legends 
making little sense

• Are these Viking issues/copies? 

• The concentration at Torksey
suggests they were still in 
circulation and retained some 
sort of monetary function into 
870s

• This is after the date at which 
they are long thought to have 
ceased to be minted



Craft



Leisure



Why is the 
assemblage 

associated with 
the Great Army?

• Things ‘out of place’ (e.g. stycas)
• Dirhams (largest concentration in 

insular world)
• Combination of artefacts
• Condition of artefacts 

(fragmentary)
• Concentration of coins of 

860s/early 870s
• Sharp cut off date of early 870s 

in numismatic evidence
• Bullion exchange, 

forging/copying of coins



The landscape of the winter camp: 
‘Turoc’s island’



Annals of St Bertin: in 843 a viking army raiding in western 
Aquitaine ‘landed on a certain island, brought their 
households over from the mainland and decided to winter 
there in something like a permanent settlement’
In 873: ‘They requested to be allowed to stay until February 
on an island in the Loire, and to hold a market there’ 





Burials



Another winter camp: Aldwark (Yorks)



A new winter camp? 
Foremark nr Repton

Area of 
metal-
detected 
finds

Heath
Wood

Repton



The Viking Great 
Army ‘signature’

• Bullion evidence
• Northumbrian stycas, 

found outside their 
normal area of 
circulation

• Anglo-Saxon dress 
accessories and mounts, 
deliberately pierced or 
cut for re-use

• Weights, Scandinavian 
jewellery forms, lead 
gaming pieces 



Catton 
(Derbys)



Conclusions

• Winter camps presenting new evidence 
for the impact of the Viking Great Army

• Metal detecting has transformed our 
impression

• Evidence for trade and manufacture is 
ubiquitous

• Metal detectorists tend not to collect 
iron; hence few weapons

• Explore the sites in the context of 
landscape/transport routes

• Sites may reflect a wide range of 
interactions

• Some of the sites were short-lived 
camps; others reveal a ‘Great Army 
phase’ at a settlement that continues; 
others are pre-existing settlements that 
end
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